Haiti

A Many-Spendid Country to Collect

There are many reasons to collect Haiti - a colloctor’s paradise. In addition to forming a one-of-a-
kind collection of this exotic land, one can specialize in one or several areas to enhance philatelic
pleasure.

The low catalog value of most Haitian stamps means that a good collection can be assembled
with nominal expenditure. Hunting for scarce stamps that are affordable can indeed be exhilarat-
ing, especially with a little competition.

In addition to being modestly priced, the stamps of Haiti are not only attractive but portray a
heroic past which is truly admirable. Many stamps honor the memory of slaves who valiantly
fought against great odds for freedom. In 1804, after establishing the first black republic in the
world, this land of ex-slaves still had to struggle against prevailing world prejudice and economic
bondage. These considerations largely account for Haiti’s tumultuous history which is portrayed
it’s stamps. :

Haiti offers a multitude of opportunities for specialization. Philatelically, it is still unexplored
and much remains to be reported. If you seek philatelic adventure - collect Haiti!



British Stamps Used Abroad, 1865-1881

Stamps used abroad, in overseas post offices, agencies and consular bureaus, were a feature of international
mail before the establishment of the UPU in 1874, and for some years thereafter.

British Post Office Cancel of Jacmel

British Post Office Cancel of Port-au-Prince

Permanent post offices and postal agencies were established by Great Britain and France in many countries
during the nineteenth century to expidite the handling of mail. Adhesive stamps of Great Britain were
employed in Haiti from 1865 to 1881.




First Issue, 1881

Haiti’s first stamps, which are referred to by philatelists as the ‘Liberty Head’ issue, were issued on July 1,
1881. This was about forty years after Great Britain issued her ‘Penny Black’ and exactly thirty-four years to

the very day of the first two U.S. issues.

The postal law authorizing this issue stipulated that the stamps were to bear the Arms of the Republic in the
design. Instead, the subject was an allegorical effigy of the ‘Goddess of Liberty.” President Salomon’s critics
claimed that the folds of Liberty’s headdress depicted the profile of Madame Salomon, his wife. This, accord-

ing to the Guinness Book of Stamps, is the first example of a ‘ghost stamp’.
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First day cover to commemorate the centenary of Haiti’s first postal adhesive. Release of these stamps was
more than two years late. First day cover is special because it bears an example of Haiti’s first stamp.




First Lithographed Stamp, 1895

Earlier stamps of Haiti were printed by typography or recess-engraved. Interestingly, the lower values of the
series that the 20c was part of were recess-engraved. All 100 positions that comprise the sheet have recogniz-

able plating characteristics.
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Plating Characteristics

Position 13

Position 8 Position 22
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First Provisional Issue, 1902
21 Different Types of Forgeries
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First Foreign Mail Stamps, 1906

Foreign mail stamps have been used in certain countries for use on mail going abroad, to distinguish them
from mail destined for internal delivery. The first country to produce separate sets for inland and external
mail was Turkey, which issued such stamps mainly for printed matter, between 1901 and 1911.

Haiti issued such stamps between 1906 and 1919 for overseas mail, with denominations in ‘strong’ currenc
p g be
(piastres) instead of local currency or gourdes.




Spirit of St. Louis,1928

Col. Charles Lindbergh, while in the air between
Port-au-Prince and Havana wrote:

‘I am carrying with me three sacks of mail for
Havana, the first mail ever carried in the Spirit
of St. Louis. One of these came from Santo
Domingo and although it remained in the plane
for two days while I was at Port-au-Prince, it
will arrive in Havana days ahead of time. This is
an indication of the possibility for air lines
south of the United States.’

Par aviori via Cuba
Spirit of St. Iouls

Miss A. Co Johnston, 4

1403 Ruode Island Aves,
Washington, D. C.

U.S..“L.

Only covers actually flown aboard the Spirit of St. Louis bear, in addition to the Haitian commemorative
cancel, the appropriate Havana machine cancel backstamp.




U.S. Used in Haiti

The U.S. occupied Haiti from 1915-1934. These covers were carried by the U.S. Marine Corps Service from
Haiti to the U.S. at the first class mail rate which then prevailed within the U.S. for domestic mail.




First Commemorative, 1929

First day cover of the first Haitian commemorative stamp commemorating the signing of the Treaty of
Frontiers at Santo Doming City on January 21, 1929.

Borno’s Auto‘gfrajhron Stampr

Louis J. Borno is also remembered for having signed the 1915 ‘treaty’ which sacrificed Haitian sovereignty
and ‘legitimized’ the U.S. occupation of Haiti.




First Stamps Printed in Haiti, 1935

These stamps were printed by the Compagnie Lithographie d’Haiti shortly after American troops evacuated
Haiti. Most issues were printed by the American Bank Note Company. Plates of the three values were

different and therefore plating characteristics are different.
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First Semi-Postal Stamps, 1939
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Baron Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of the modern Olympic Games, was first honored on postage stamps
by the Republic of Haiti. Furthermore, these stamps were the first to show the five-ring Olympic symbol in
color. Although, the stamp is noted simply as engraved in the catalog listing, colors for the rings and flag were
lithographed. Issued to raise money for a modern municipal sports stadium in Port-au-Prince, they resulted
in a net deficit of $316.25. Had it not been for World War I1, the issue would have been successfully marketed.

First Mourning Stamps, 1945

The first mourning stamps issued outside the home country of the deceased appeared in 1945 in memory of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Stamps were issued on that occasion by Greece, Hungary, Haiti, Honduras, and
Nicaragua.

Haitians mourned FDR’s passing and will fondly remember him as it was his ‘Good Neighbor’ policy which
resulted in the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Haiti.




October 4, 1950
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FIRST DAY COVER

Issued to commemorate the 75" anniversary (in 1949) of the Universal Postal Union.
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International Reply Coupons

IRC’s are a convenient means of prepaying return postage for replies in a foreign country. This method was

adopted by the 1906 UPU Congress in Rome.

IRC’s can be purchased in any UPU member country. After being postmarked in the lower left circle at place

of sale, they can be sent to any other member country in the UPU and be exchanged for postage stamps

representing the minimum postage for surface rates to a foreign country. The receiving post office postmarks

it in the unpostmarked circle.

COUPON ‘REPONSE INTERNATIO

Vale-respuesta internacional
Este cupon podra ser canjeado en todos los
Paises de la Unién Postal Universal por uno
o varios sellos postales que representen el im- ;
porte del franqueo de una carta ordinaria de -

A Ce coupon est échangeable dans
tous les Pays de I’Union postale universelle

contre un timbre-poste ou des timbres-poste - :

représentant le mantant da Pafranchiceaman
d’une

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLIQUE D’HAITI
1.00
ARy G O URDE

Coupon-réponse international

Ce coupon est échangeable dans tous
les Pays de I'Union postale universelle
contre un timbre-poste ou des timbres-
poste représentant le montant de I|'af-
franchissement d'une lettre ordinaire de
port simple a destination de I'étranger.

Vale-respuesta internacional

Este cupdén podra ser canjeado en to-
dos los Paises de ia Unién Postal Uni- -
versal por uno o varios sellos postales
que representen
queo de una
sencillo de
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* UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE »*

COUPON-REPON

UNION POSTALE ~ COUPON-REPONSE CN 01
UNIVERSELLE INTERNATIONAL (ancien C 22)

Ce coupon est échangeable dans tous les pays de I'Union postale univer-
selle contre un ou plusieurs timbres-poste représentant I'affranchissement
minimal d'un envoi prioritaire ou d'une lettre ordinaire expédiée a I'étranger
par voie aérienne.

| Timbre du bureau
qui effectue I'échange

Empreinte de comré!e l Prix de vente
ultative) | (indication facultative)
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Postage Stamps Overprinted for Use as Fiscals, 1970’s

In the 1970’s, expediency and economy resulted in the overprinting of surplus postage stamps as revenue

stamps.
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REPUBLIQUE D'HAITI

JEAN-JACQUES DESSALINES
FONDATEUR DE LA PATRIE HAITIENNE

Revenue stamps with the value G 0.50 are commonly found on electricity, telephone, and water bills. Fiscals
such as these are also found on bills of lading, promissory notes, and insurance renewal receipts.




First Black Minister to Haiti
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Frederick Douglass is probably known as a prominent voice in the 19" century abolitionist movement. Not so
well known is that in 1889, in return for his support of the presidential campaign of Benjamin Harrison,
Douglass was appointed to the most important federal post he was to hold - Minister Resident and Consul
General to the Republic of Haiti and later Charge d’Affaires for Santo Domingo. However, when he saw his
efforts being undermined by unscrupulous American businessmen interested solely in exploiting Haiti, he

resigned his post in 1891.

First Settler of Chicago

i CHECACOU

JEAN BAPTISTE POINTE DU SABLE
A Haitian trader, he became the first settler E

in the area of Chicagou (present-day Chicago).
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
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The Haiti Philatelic Society
Founded May 1975
A.PS. Affiliate #81

At the initiative of Reginald Gagneron, a few collectors of the stamps of Haiti started a study
group in 1975. Within a year there were 25 members and a decision was made to formally orga-
nize a society. Officers were elected and the Haiti Philatelic Society began publishing a quarterly
bulletin, Haiti Philately. Editors of HP have been: Reginald Gagneron (1976); Peter C.
Jeannopoulos (1977-1980); Polly Van Dyke (1981-1984); Dr. Gerald L. Boarino (1985-1998); and
Barbara Levine (1999-Present).

A Constitution and By-Laws provide the framework of operation for the society. All members are
furnished a copy upon request. The H.P.S. is dedicated to the dissemination of knowledge and the
promotion of research of the stamps and postal history of Haiti. Membership, which numbers
over 100, is composed of collectors of all degrees of sophistication from beginners to advanced
specialists. Approximately eighty are from the United States and the rest from Canada, France,
Germany, England, etc.

Membership includes a subscription to a quarterly publication - Haiti Philately. This journal
presents articles dealing with various topics such as pre-philatelic covers, classic issues, plating,
town cancellations, U.S. Naval covers, U.S.M.C., postal stationery, revenues, essays and proofs,
new information, Question Box, etc. It is, and has been, the only publication in English of its
kind worldwide that is devoted exclusively to the postal history and stamps of Haiti. A sample
copy can be obtained by sending $4 US (or IRC equivalent) to Mr. Ubaldo Deltoro.

Additional membership services include quarterly mail auctions, a new issue service, and a
mentoring service.

Membership in this Society is open to all, from beginner to advanced alike. Annual dues are
$15.00 per annum (overseas airmail add $8.00).

Visit our website http://www.haitiphilately.org and download and complete the Microsoft Word
application form.

For more information contact:

Mr. Ubaldo Deltoro, Secretary-Treasurer
5709 Marble Archway
Alexandria, VA 22315

U007ubi@aol.com




